Lesson 3-4

Reasonable Answers

Tri bought a box of 95 toothpicks of 4 different colors. He found that 74 toothpicks were yellow, red, or green. Tri thinks that about 20 toothpicks are blue. Is this a reasonable answer?

Understand
What facts do you know?




There are 95 toothpicks.




There are 4 different colors.




There are 74 yellow, red, and green toothpicks.




What do you need to find?




Decide whether 20 is a reasonable amount of blue toothpicks.

Plan

Use subtraction to find the number of blue toothpicks. Then compare the answer to 20.

Solve
Subtract the number of yellow, red, and green toothpicks from the total number of toothpicks.



95 – 74 = 21



Since 21 is close to 20, it is reasonable to say that about 20 of the toothpicks are blue.

Check
Look back at the problem. Estimate by rounding.



95 → 100



74 → 70



100 – 70 = 30



So, the answer makes sense for the problem.

