Lesson 1-2

Use the Four-Step Plan

Students are growing plants for a science project. Missy’s plant is 17 centimeters tall. Craig’s plant is 13 centimeters tall. How much taller is Missy’s plant?

Understand
What facts do you know?




Missy’s plant is 17 centimeters tall.




Craig’s plant is 13 centimeters tall.




What do you need to find?




Find how much taller Missy’s plant is than Craig’s plant.

Plan

To find how much taller Missy’s plant is than Craig’s plant, subtract.

Solve
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So, Missy’s plant is 4 centimeters taller than Craig’s plant.

Check
Since addition and subtraction are inverse operations, you can use addition to check subtraction.
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So, the answer is correct.
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